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	PWAD XXX Strategic Intelligence and International Security

Spring 2014
SYLLABUS




1. General Information:
Professor: 



Dr. David H. Gray 

Course Number and Name:  

PWAD 356 Strategic Intelligence and International Security
Day / Time Class Meets:  


TBA

Class Bldg, Room:  


TBA 
E-Mail Address:



dhgray@unc.edu
Office Location:



TBA
Office Hours:



TBA
Office Telephone: 


(910) 893-1474
Cell Phone:  



(919) 902-1060
Teaching Assistants:


TBA

2. Course Description: 

This course focuses on the craft of U.S. Intelligence and its role in the making and implementation of national security.  Topics include definitions and problems of Strategic Intelligence and International Security; various aspects of Intelligence and National Security; and significant past, present and future events, operations and implications involving Strategic Intelligence and International Security.  This course examines the concept, framework and applications of Strategic Intelligence and International Security.  The course analyzes the relevant historical background and current national and international issues. Formulation and implementation of strategic, national and operational-level policy will be addressed within the context of Strategic Intelligence and International Security. This course investigates pressing, critical policies and issues and focuses on the key problems and the potential solutions. Selected topics include such traditional and non-traditional concerns. In addition to assigned readings and realistic class simulations, the students will also receive experience writing an issue paper similar to that typically prepared within Intelligence and National Security communities to assess the future environment and to help develop policy and strategies for dealing with these crucial issues.
3. Course Objectives : 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:  

1.  Comprehend the scope and complexity of Strategic Intelligence and International Security Studies.  

2.  Describe the framework of Strategic Intelligence and International Security Studies within the context of international dynamics. 

3.  Apply the principles of Strategic Intelligence and International Security Studies. 

4.  Evaluate, with a theoretical and practical approach, the historical and current issues of Strategic Intelligence and International Security Studies.  

5.  Demonstrate academic and scholarly thinking, research, articulation, and communication skills.     

6.  Analyze problems and challenges with Strategic Intelligence and International Security Studies in an effort to improve capacity in developing effective resolution strategies and solutions.

7.  Argue the roles of ethics, morality and human rights Strategic Intelligence and International Security Studies.

8.  Critique various issues of Strategic Intelligence and International Security.

4. Required Textbooks:

Lowenthal, Marc. Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy. CQ Press, Los Angeles, CA. 2012. ISBN: 978-1-60871-675-3. Fifth Edition. 
Krizan, Lisa, Intelligence Essentials for Everyone. http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/dia/intel_essentials_krizan.pdf

2009 National Intelligence A Consumer’s Guide. 

https://www.fas.org/irp/dni/consumer.pdf

5. Current Events:

A critical component of this course and for anyone considering the professional field of National and International Security is staying current with and being informed about contemporary national and international security affairs. To that end, students are expected to study news information from such sources as New York Times, Washington Post, Economist, Christian Science Monitor, National Public Radio, STRATFOR, Jane’s Intelligence Review, British Broadcasting Corporation, Foreign Affairs, Security Weekly, US news networks, and other substantive academic, scholarly, professional, and media sources.  
6. Grading Criteria:
Participation
 




10

Exercises 





10

Article Assessment



10
Global View Assessment 



10
Final Exam





25

Issue Topic





35



       



100 points

Student grades are based on a curve: Grades are determined by the distribution of scores among the students in the class based upon the quality of the student’s work.   

7. Learning Strategies:   

The instructional methods of this course will consist of the following instructional methods: lecture, discussions, case studies, group exercises, writing and briefing exercises, and analytical and problem-solving situations.

8. Class Participation:  

The course is conducted with emphasis on lectures, class discussion of readings, scholarly research, presentations and examinations. Students are responsible for thoroughly reading assigned material prior to class.  Students are expected to contribute to the class by being ready to synthesize, extrapolate, and articulate the reading assignments and to answer specific questions on the readings. Emphasis is placed on the quality as well as the quantity of the student contribution.
9. Final Examination: 

The objective of the course final examination is to assess student mastery of the course material. The final examination is based on material from the course lectures and readings.   

10. Reading Assignment Guidance:  

Each of the reading assignments should be properly analyzed so each student is able to participate in the classroom discussions. Students are responsible for thoroughly reading assigned material prior to class. Keep in mind the major objective and focus of studying the assigned reading material is to synthesize the concepts and principles of Strategic Intelligence and International Security Studies. The following questions will be the focal point of the class discussion and should be used as a guide to assist each student in reading assignment analysis:

1.   What is the author’s main thesis / point?

2.   What are the key arguments?

3.   What evidence is provided to support the arguments?

4.   What are the author’s conclusions?

5.   What is your evaluation of the thesis / argument / evidence?  How compelling or convincing do you find it?  What are the strengths and weaknesses?

6.   What are the consequences and implications of the thesis?

11. Writing Assignments for the Course:  

A significant number of writing assignments are presented to the students. “Writing, in fact, is the most disciplined form of thinking. It allows us to be precise, to stand back and examine what we have thought to see what our words really mean, to see if they stand up to own critical eye, make sense, and will be understood by someone else.” (Murray, 2003)  Indeed, the writing assignments of this course will assist students to formulate structure, organize and articulate arguments relative to major issues in Strategic Intelligence and International Security.  
12. Writing Assignment Criteria: 

Student research papers should conform to the Chicago Writing, American Political Science Association or the American Psychological Association Style Guides. In particular, the papers should meet the following specifications: Numbered pages; Double-spaced lines; 12 pitch font; One inch margins; and Wikipedia is a prohibited reference / source.   

13. Course Requirements: 

Course attendance is required. Students are expected to attend designated class meetings and will not be allowed to make up grades unless approved by the professor. Students are responsible for all their academic obligations. Unexcused missed tests or late submissions of assignments are not accepted.

14. Student Critical Thinking:  

Students successfully completing this course on understanding Strategic Intelligence and International Security Studies are expected to demonstrate a range of strategic thinking skills and abilities, which they will use in the acquisition of knowledge. Their work throughout the program should be clear, precise, and well-reasoned. They should demonstrate in their thinking, command of the key strategic security terms and distinctions and the ability to solve fundamental strategic problems. Student work is expected to demonstrate a mind in charge of its own strategic ideas, assumptions, inferences, and intellectual processes. They should demonstrate the ability to analyze National and International Security Studies questions and issues clearly and precisely, formulate strategic information accurately, distinguish the relevant from the irrelevant, recognize key questionable assumptions, use key concepts effectively, use a language in keeping with established professional usage, identify relevant competing points of view and reason carefully from clearly stated policies, as well as sensitivity to important implications and consequences. Students are also expected to demonstrate excellent strategic reason and problem solving skills. Essentially, critical thinking is indispensable for successful completion of this course. 

15. Kennedy School of Government Case Study Guidance:


During the semester, a number of Kennedy School of Government Case Studies will be assigned for review. Analyze and evaluate these case studies in light of concepts and principles of Intelligence and National Security addressed in class. The assigned cases and due dates are listed below. The cases will be discussed in class, so students are expected to be prepared to discuss each case. These cases are available at www.ksgcase.harvard.edu or on the Course site.     

Date


Case Title




Week Four  

884.0 - SS-9 Controversy: Intelligence as Political Football (21)

Week Seven 

794.0 - Fall of the Shah (19)

Week Ten

887.0 - INF Treaty (23)

Week Twelve

C14-02-1662.0 – Credible Warning or False Alarms (47)

16. Article Assessment Guidance:  

Research, analyze and evaluate an article relative to Strategic Intelligence and International Security Studies. Sources for the article may be scholarly, academic or professional journals. This assessment normally need not be more than two - three pages; due date TDA. The articles should be cleared by the professor to insure acceptability and prevent duplication of the articles and topics by other students. Essentially, the assessment will consist of 1) one page of a summary and synthesis of the article, and 2) one or two pages of your assessment (your opinion, critique, evaluation, and appraisal) of the author’s article. The topic may be one that is related to your issue topic research paper. Students are expected to turn in the written assessment, one copy of the article, and the grading sheet.  Students will present a brief summary of the assessment to the class. This verbal report should summarize the article assessment. Please type your name, e-mail and phone number on the front sheet. Students will provide to the professor the final paperwork before the student delivers their presentations to the class.  See associated grading and sign-up sheets.          

17. Writing Assignment - Global View Assessments:
Write a one page assessment of a selected topic in the assigned format. The topic must be related to Intelligence Analysis: Research, Methods, and Writing and approved by the professor before the article is written. Additional instructions will be provided in class. The assessments may be submitted to and published in the Global View Assessments publication. Students will present a brief summary of their work to the class. On the due date, students will provide a copy of their work to each of the other students in the class. 
18. Issue Topic Paper Guidance: 

Research, analyze and evaluate an issue topic relative to National and International Security. The focus of the assessment should be centered on the implications and ramifications for a given National and International Security topic. This assignment allows you to evaluate a specific Issue related to the topic of National and International Security, and is not a typical ‘term paper’. Sources for the issue topic report will include academic and professional sources such as books, journals, and the like. The topic may be one that is related to an issue in which you are interested in for a future profession. This issue topic report should normally be about 10 – 12 pages (about 3,000 words). The issue topic should be approved / cleared by the professor to insure acceptability and prevent duplication of the topics. Students will provide a well-developed outline of the research paper to the professor before mid-term. Important elements to be addressed include 1) the consequences and implications of your issue topic, and 2) your recommendations and prescriptive policy suggestions for the issue topic. Students are required to develop a comprehensive, fully-developed outline, which will assist in the structuring of the material, as well as, help with the research and writing the Issue Topic paper; this outline is due to the professor before the semester midterm. These reports are due on the last week of class. Each student will present a brief summary of the report to the class. This verbal report should summarize the issues topic paper. Please type your name, e-mail and phone number on the front sheet. Students will provide to the professor the final paperwork before the student delivers their presentations to the class. See associated grading and sign-up sheets.   

Course Outline / Reading Schedule:

Week / Date

Readings 

One / Jan 6

Introductions

Two / Jan 13
Intelligence: Foundational Concepts (I) 


Lowenthal, Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy, Ch 1, pgs 1 – 10 (10)

Three / Jan 20
Intelligence: Foundational Concepts (II) 


Lowenthal, Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy, Ch 2, pgs 11 – 29 (18)

Four / Jan 27
The Intelligence Community: Players, Purposes, Progress, & Problems Lowenthal, Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy, Ch 3, pgs 30 – 53 (23)

Five / Feb 3
The Intelligence Process 

Lowenthal, Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy, Ch 4, pgs 54 – 67 (13)


Six / Feb 10
 Intelligence Collection


Lowenthal, Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy, Ch 5, pgs 68 – 108 (40)

Seven / Feb 17
Intelligence Analysis 


Lowenthal, Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy, Ch 6, pgs 109 – 144 (35)     
Eight / Feb 24
Operations: Counterintelligence


Lowenthal, Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy, Ch 7, pgs 145 – 156 (11)

Nine / Mar 3
Operations: Covert Action


Lowenthal, Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy, Ch 8, pgs 157 – 173 (16)

Ten / Mar 10 
Holiday – No Class

Eleven / Mar 17
Role of the Policy Maker: Oversight and Accountability (I)

Lowenthal, Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy, Ch 9, pgs 174 – 190 (16)

Twelve / Mar 24
Role of the Policy Maker: Oversight and Accountability (II) 


Lowenthal, Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy, Ch 10, pgs 191 – 219 (29)

Thirteen / Mar 31
Past Performance of the Intelligence Community 


Lowenthal, Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy, Ch 11, pgs 220 – 231 (11)
Fourteen / Apr 7
Future Directions

Lowenthal, Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy, Ch 12, pgs 232 – 254 (22)
Fifteen / Apr 14
Ethical and Moral Issues

Lowenthal, Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy, Ch 13, pgs 255 – 273 (22) 
Sixteen / Apr 21
Capstone Exercise 

  
Lowenthal, Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy, Ch 14, pgs 274 – 289 (15); and Ch 15, pgs 313 – 330 (17)

Seventeen /  Apr 28
Final Examination
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